OBEYING GOD RATHER THAN MEN

Introduction
1) Acts 5:29 – apostles’ statement to the Jewish high priest and Sanhedrin council
2) Their response to the charge that they had disobeyed a command of the council (5:28; 4:18)


a) Did not deny the council’s authority, but recognized them as “rulers of the people and elders of Israel” (4:8) 


b) Did not deny the charge of disobeying man’s law, but appealed to a higher law

3) What should we learn about this principle, and how might it be applied today?

I) Obedience to Governing Authorities

A) Romans 13:1-7 – be subject and render honor to governing authorities



1) Government has the authority to command obedience in the areas wherein God has authorized it to do so (punish evil, uphold good, collect taxes, etc.)

B) 1 Peter 2:13-17 – submit to ordinances of man and honor the king


C) We must submit to the will of God in everything (Eccl. 12:13; Eph. 5:8)


D) Human authority can overstep its bounds and oppose the good things of God




1) What do we do when man’s law conflicts with God’s law?

II) Bible Examples of When Man’s Law Conflicted with God’s Law

A) Daniel 3:1-18 and 6:1-17



1) Jeremiah 29:1-7 – captives told to seek the peace of the city – submit and obey




2) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego refused to obeyed the law of Nebuchadnezzar to worship the image he made; obeyed God instead (Ex. 20:5)



3) Daniel disobeyed the king’s command and continued praying to God


B) Exodus 1:15-17, 21 – Pharaoh’s command to kill the male children; midwives disobey

C) Matthew 2:8, 12 – Herod’s command to the wise men; they do not obey



1) We learn there is a limit to our submission to men – must obey God if man’s law and God’s law come into conflict (see also Jn. 11:57 – excuse Judas? No!)
III) Application Today

A) Sometimes those in authority do not act as they should [harsh, deceitful, worldly], and we may suffer wrongfully because we must do what is right (1 Pet. 2:18-20)

B) Examples of possible conflicts today:




1) Boss requires worldly activities [drink, gamble, sex] to impress client or keep job




2) Husband tells wife not to worship God or contribute of her prosperity to the Lord



3) Parents demand that their teenager not obey gospel or be a part of “that church”




4) Married homosexual couple wants to join church as faithful members [anti-discrimination]



5) Gov’t declares describing homosexuality as “sin/abomination” as illegal [hate speech]




6) Abortion or euthanasia enforced for population control




7) Illegal to worship, preach, or convert to Christ as the only Way
Conclusion
When man’s laws conflict with God’s laws, we must “obey God rather than men.” We have no right to set aside the righteousness of God to please men, or for any other reason. Our commitment to God is above all other considerations. Have you submitted to the will of God?
